Aotat. 50.]
RASSELAS.
Abyssinia;* concerning the publication of which Sir John Hawkins guesses vaguely and idly1, instead of having taken the trouble to inform himself with authcntick precision. Not to trouble my readers with a repetition of the Knight's reveries, I have to mention, that the late Mr. Strahan the printer told me, that Johnson wrote it, that with the profits he might defray the cxpcncc of his mother's funeral, and pay some little debts which she had left. lie told Sir Joshua Reynolds that he composed it in the evenings of one week, sent it to the press in portions as it was written, and had never since read it over5. Mr. Strahan, Mr. Johnston, and Mr. Dod.slcy purchased it for a hundred pounds3, but afterwards paid him twenty-five pounds more, when it crime to a second edition.
Considering the large sums which have been received for compilations, and works requiring not much more genius than compilations+, we cannot but wonder at the very low price which he was content to receive for this admirable performance; which, though he had written nothing else, would have rendered his name immortal in the world of literature. None of his writings has been so extensively diffused over Europe; for it has been translated into most, if not all, of the modern languages5. This Talc, with all the charms of oriental imagery, and all the force, and beauty of which the English language is capable, leads us through the most important scenes of human life, and shews
Sultan Segued.' On p. 262 he explains Ihc meaning of the first part of the word : -'There is now ;i Generalissimo established under the title (if A'<w, civ Cfifc/.' The title .still exists. Colonel Cordon mentions Kas Aryn. and Has Aloula. The Rev. W. West, in his Introduction to Russclas, p. xxxi (Sampson Low and Co.), says :— 'The word A'ns, which is common to the Amharic, Arabic, and Hebrew tongues, signifies a h<!ad> and hence ft prince, chief, or captain. . . . Sela Christos means cither "Picture of Christ," or "For the sake of Christ,"'
1 Hawkins's/0//«Jd«, p, 367.
0 Sce/<%f/, June 2, 1781. Kindinfj; it then accidentally in a chaise with Mr. .Hoswcll, he read it eagerly. This
was doubtless lonjf after his declaration to Sir Joshua Reynolds. MA-I.ON K.
:1 IJnrcUi told Malonc that 'Johnson insisted on part of the money beiny paid immediately, and accordingly received £70. Any other person with the degree of reputation he then possessed would have got ,£400 for that work, but he never understood the art of making the most of his productions.' Prior's Malonc, p. 160. Some of the other circumstances there related by liaretti are not correct.
4 Ilawkesworth received .£6000 for his revision of Cook's Voyages ; •poa^ May 7,1773.
1, MardHi 1773'
uss Porter dated March 23, 1759 (See Appendix), Johnson says :—' I am going to publish a little story-book, which I will send you when it is out.' I may here remark that the Cent. Mag. was published at the end of the month, or even later. Thus the number for April, 1759, contains news as late as April 30. The name Rasselas Johnson got from Lobo's Voyage to Abyssinia. On p. 102 of that book he mentions 'Rassela Christos, Lieutenant - General to Abyssinia; Parl. Hist., xii. 570. Sec ante, p. 36, note 5.
